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Unit 1 Mini-Lesson *
Literary Nonfiction: Personal Narratives

What is a personal narrative?

A personal narratve 15 a literary
nonfiction text that retells an expernence
fram the authers life. Most personal
narmatives are told in the first person and
are about something “beg™ m the author's
iife, such as a prowd or sad moment,

a tmp or adventure, or an event that
changed the authar in some way,

What is the purpose of a
personal narrative?

& personal narrative is & way ko describe
an ewpenience so that others feel as o
they were there. Writers do this by using
eensory detadls —what they saw, heard,
touched, smealbed, and tasted —and by
inclyding important events, characters, and
dialegue, Wnters explasn what happened
and tell what they were thinking at the
tirme and how they felt.

Focuses on one brue

Who is the audience for
a personal narrative?

Everyone 3! People record their
expenences in daanes and journals

and share them in letters and e-mails.
People also write literary nonfiction books
and magazmne articles to share true
stores from their lhes.

How do you read a personal
narrative?

1. In & personal namrative or other
literary nonfiction, the tithe will probably
give you a clue as to the person or
expenence you will be reading about.
. PFay close attention to the seguence
of events,

3. Ask yoursell: Did this event happen o
the person, or did the person make it
happen? How did this event affect the
parson’s [ifa?

4. Ask yourself: [s the author simply
writing to entertain, or is there
samathing that I can learn?

(&)

Has dilogue

fvant in the author's May ba a few
fife or a subject of S — 1 paragraphs of several
great |r;mu:t o the nnﬁdinnf’ pages in length
L Personal
Harratlgg”
2 e~ | Tells the author's

Includes specific detadls
about the tme, place,
and peopls involved
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thoughts and feelings
as well as the actual
avanls
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Read the selection. Then choose the best answer to each guestion.
Mission Beach, San Diego

I
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My family and 1 pulled into the sandy parking lot at the

and 1 pulled out a beach bag. 1 took i the wview of the
white sand and the bluee water. This place /s ten times
nicer than i Corpus Christ, 1 thought. (That was the only other
baach 1 had been 3

blue water benaath me, 1 3w a beautiful coral reef. It looked
ke a picture in a magazing, boaghtly colored with neon yallows
and pinks. There wers tons of fish swimming in schools, 1

I lowved watching the coral reef sway from side to =de. It
was so relaxng, almost hypnobic, floating wath the gentle current.
The warm water lapped against my cold body. I had never falt
so peaceful,

I grabbed a clamshell to show my parents and swam back to
shore. The damshell was the se of a half-dollar. 1t was different
from the other shells 1 collected because [ could open and dlose
it. 1 still have that damshall.

It reminds ma of my adventure and takes me back to that
It always makes me appreciabe how hecky [

1



W Overview I

Introduction to
Literary Texts

What is a literary text?

& lerary text s a ficion or nonfiction narrative that
follows & story structwre. That structure beads with capturing
the reader’s aftention with an exoting or inberesting
beginning., The author then grves details about the
characters, the setbng, and the plot. Usually a problem
anses and suspense occurs over what will happen. Finally,
there i & sclulion to the problem.

Examples What are some examples of a literary text?

= Fables = Realigtic Fiction * Literary Monfickion

= Tall Tales = Mystenes B Adventure = Beographses

= Fairy Tales = Histoncal Fiction * Journals & Drares
= Mytha B Legends = Scence Fection = Personal Narratives
= PoEtry = Drama & Plays » Hempirs

What is the purpose of a literary text?

Literary texts bell a story. Different types of narmatives will

have different purposes. For example, the purpose of a fable
is to use a fictional story to teach people lessons or explain
mysteries of Earth, while the purpese of Eterary nonfiction s
to share a brue story m an interesting or entertaaning way.

Who is the audience for a literary text?

The audience s any reader Though many people prefer
certain types of litesary bewt owver other types, the stores
are meant to interest amyone, Sometimes you will enjoy a
story that s told really well, even though the story line s
not your fevonts,

How to Use It How do you read a literary text?

1. Read from beginning to end,
2. Use a graphic organer to keep the chamcters straight.
3. Research settings if they are wnfamiliar,
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What are some common features of a literary text?

Has a problem that
makes you wonder what
will happen, and actions
that lead to a solution

Has an exciting
oF interesting

beginning and
ending

Gives details about
characters, setting,
and plot

Uses descriptive
language and text
structures

Has a main event
that has action
and emotion

Item # NL1608

Tells a fiction or
nonfiction story in an
interesting way
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Uniit 1 & Parsonal Narratived 1 » Text-Dependent Comprahantion Questians

Hame Date

1 Why does the wnter think the rental car 15 awesome?

2 Where does this story take place?

3 The word lapped i paragraph 3 means —

4 What doss the witer do before swimming back to ehore?

Unit 1 Parsonal Marrstives | « Test-Daparsdant Comprahansion Guest

Diate

T How = Mizsion Beach different from the beach in Corpus Chrishi?

A Mission Beach has white sand, while Corpus Christi has crystal blue
water,

B Mission Beach is in Texas, while Corpus Christi s in California.

C Mission beach has orystal blue water, while Corpus Chnsti has
brownich water filled with seawesd.

D Mission Beach 5 & trash can, while Corpus Chrsli s awesome,

6 Read this sentence from paragraph 2.

R&nmmﬁmhm&uwﬂmﬂﬁdmrhrﬁ.]

The whagery in this line sppeals mostly to the reader’s sense of —

A sight
B smell
C taste
O touch

The gentle current caused the writer bo fesl —
A relaved

B dazzled

C tickled

D lucky

How was the clamshell défferent from other shells the writer collected?
A Tt had & clam i ik

B It could open and close.

C She found it in the ocean.

D Bt was bigger than a half-dollsr

Newmark Learning STAAR Reading Grade 4 Item # NL1608

A 2 Z Educational Supplies db@a2zedsupplies.com

281-540-6001



